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She’ the brains behind ZACARIAS1923,
an offshoot of family heritage brand S.C. Z , |
Vizearra. Meet RITA NAZARENO, the Q {t iR
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RITA NAZARENG'S CRANDMOTIHER Scguadina Comepy
Vacm, st vp shop in 1925, 2 time when female cnreprencurs
were 2 arcy. From humble beginnings, she and her busband,
the sulpwr Zaanss Alimaegan, esublished dheir talles de
bondados de mano (hand-embroidery srudio), S.C. Vaam, It
wa parvaced for Sepuading’s dddicate hand-cmbr. wdery that
transformed the pifia into cometable precen,

Oa the levsons shie’s learned from her grandmother and
mother, Nazarcoo vays, °1 think kindness is & big part of it
Aod honesty. And it's a lot of the strength of 2 weman ®

The third generasion har, oo oubx, takes after the strong women

10 bex milly. Nazarenn, 400, has had ber fair share o challenges.
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her yet again 0 come home © the Philippines
snd help with the family business. This e
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Manila. Nazareno was sctc doing “som
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S.C. Vizcarra when she launched Zacarias1925

“The fickds that lnterest me, like an
architecture, film and cinema, and cven sparts-
howe then > | transhate that into woven, wicker
form?” the explains. “The weave s my caovas,
and 1o me, that’s the interesting part Theres a
playfulness to it 8

That time was a significant turning point
{n Nazareno's carcer. But in December of
the same year, the was diagnosed with breast
eancer at the age of 38 “When 1 was having
my cancer treatment, | had to make sure thar |
was masryebin (good-humored), because that’s
the way to get betzer, right? You're not festen
1o your own sadness, depression, and sicknes:
she says. Her spint unwavering, she carned or
and got through it
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maditation, and ultimately ing the joy” plays

nw awareness and

2 bag part in ber life. *You find the joy, but ¢
spread it and share ir,” she says. “And | think thar’s
alio why [ love what I'm doing.” she adds of her
dessgn work with frequent co-collaboraror Gabby
Lichauco and their projects with FAME

They've since established Nazareno/ Lichawo,
llsborations  that
started in 2016 Lichauco credits Nazareno's

continuing  their  design ¢

*multidisciplinary approach™ in develoy
her often playful ideas. *Because of this, she
produces pieces that arc (ar from the typical look.”
be says. “This year, we did 30 plus collections

= @mpany (wieh CITEM), using different techniques and

St mucerials” Nazareno sharcs. “How hucky can you be?”

PLAYING T FORWARD
W bt dementary years, Nazareno was, in her own wonds
Mt (always Bunking). It was only after deciding to punue
S8l TV, & world that enthralled her, that she began to
9 school and start doing well. *There was a diffecent way of
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